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Exceptionalism, the notion that Americans have a distinct and special destiny different from that of other
nations, permeates every period of American history. It is the single most powerful force in forming the
American identity.

In American Exceptionalism Deborah L. Madsen traces this powerful theory from its origins in Puritan and
Revolutionary-era writing to its latest manifestations in the Vietnam conflict and in current films and fiction.

The growth of the idea is complex. In the 1600s the Massachusetts Bay colonists believed that God had
intervened to create in America a "redeemer nation," as is shown in the writings of Mary Rowlandson,
William Bradford, and John Cotton. From the perspective of works by Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman
Melville comes the nineteenth-century vision of expansion and dispossession of Native Americans. Later,
antislavery writers wielded the rhetoric of exceptionalism against "the peculiar institution." Recent history of
American exceptionalism is revealed in the culture of movie Westerns and revisions of the American myth
as shown by the novels of Larry McMurtry, Toni Morrison, and Thomas Pynchon.

Alongside each chapter on American perspectives, Madsen places the counterweight of views from Native
Americans, Chicanos, and non-Americans. The result is a balanced and thorough sounding of the New
World superpower's legacy to the Old World.

"One has a good sense, from this book," says Miles Orvell, "that exceptionalism is not to be dismissed or
condemned out of hand (as some are wont to do these days) but must be understood in all its complexity, as a
source of America's distinct cultural shape, for better or worse. Madsen succeeds in bringing an intelligent
detachment and broadly-informed perspective to an issue that is fraught with passion on all sides."
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this American Exceptionalism.

Marc Gaul:

The reserve with title American Exceptionalism contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carolyn Berndt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and American Exceptionalism or perhaps
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
American Exceptionalism to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Gregory Polster:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this American
Exceptionalism.
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