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In view of the critical environmental problems confronting the modern world, reflection on the nature and
meaning of the world and on humanity's place in it becomes increasingly important. While Christian
theology has done this for centuries, the present situation calls for a serious rethinking of many issues in the
light of contemporary physics, biology, and cultural history. The Gift of Being presents insights of the
sciences in a way that is helpful for Christians today.

Creation theology helps believers come to a stronger sense of their own identity as they come to an
awareness of the world. This enables them to gain a deeper insight into how they ought to relate to that world
if they wish to find meaning in their lives. This state of being requires a willingness to distinguish between
the medium and the message in approaching the Scriptures. It also requires a willingness to take the sciences
seriously.

In The Gift of Being, Hayes focuses on traditional questions of creation, but also comments on where science
is with creation, anthropology, and destiny. He begins by discussing the relation between faith and reason,
and hence between theology and science, from a historical perspective, moving to the most current
statements of modern Popes. He follows with a summary statement of the possible retrieval of the biblical
religious insights that can be distinguished from the physical worldview that stands behind much of the
biblical material. This allows for a discussion of the traditional concept of creation from nothing in the form
of a conversation with contemporary physics. He then discusses the Christian idea of God as the primal
mystery of creative love from whom al of creation flows. With these foundational ideas in place, Hayes
looks at such questions as the origin of humanity and the failure of humanity throughout history. He then
focuses on the tradition of cosmic Christology. Finally, the theological issues of the final outcome of God's
creation and its history is discussed against the background of the current scientific projections of a future for
the cosmos.

Chapters are Science, the Bible, and Christianity," "The Vision of the Hebrew Scriptures," "Creation and the
Christian Scriptures," "Creation from Nothing," "The Triune God, the Creator," "Humanity in the Cosmic
Context," "Sin and Evil," "Christ and the Cosmos," and "Creation and the Future."

Zachary Hayes, OFM, PhD, is professor of systematic theology at Catholic Theological Union. He has
taught and written extensively on matters related to the theological understanding of creation and the
relation between theology and science. He is on the staff of the Chicago Center for Religion and Science. He
is the author of Visions of a Future: A Study of Christian Eschatology from the New Theology Studies series
published by The Liturgical Press.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Beaudoin:

This The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation
(New Theology Studies) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Alfred Stevens:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the e-book untitled The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Victoria Austin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies).

Lila Costillo:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This reserve The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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