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In 1692 Puritan Samuel Sewall sent twenty people to their deaths on trumped-up witchcraft charges. The
nefarious witch trialsin Salem, Massachusetts represent alow point of American history, made famousin
works by Longfellow, Nathaniel Hawthorne (himself a descendant of one of the judges), and Arthur Miller.
Thetrials might have doomed Sewall to infamy except for a courageous act of contrition now
commemorated in amural that hangs beneath the golden dome of the Massachusetts State House picturing
Sewall's public repentance. He was the only Salem witch judge to make amends.

But, remarkably, the judge's story didn't end there. Once he realized his error, Sewall turned his attention to
other pressing social issues. Struck by the injustice of the New England slave trade, a commerce in which his
own relatives and neighbors were engaged, he authored "The Selling of Joseph,” Americasfirst antislavery
tract. While his peers viewed Native Americans as savages, Sewall advocated for their essential rights and
encouraged their education, even paying for several Indian youthsto attend Harvard College. Finaly, at a
time when women were universally considered inferior to men, Sewall published an essay affirming the
fundamental equality of the sexes. The text of that essay, composed at the deathbed of his daughter Hannah,
is republished here for the first time.

In Salem Witch Judge, acclaimed biographer Eve LaPlante, Sewall's great-great-great-great-great-great-
granddaughter, draws on family lore, her ancestor's personal diaries, and archival documents to open a
window onto lifein colonial America, painting a portrait of aman traditionally vilified, but who was in fact
an innovator and forefather who came to represent the best of the American spirit.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth McMillian:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this al time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
Salem Witch Judge: The Life and Repentance of Samuel Sewall can be your answer because it can be read
by an individual who have those short extratime problems.

Joshua Allen:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book hasalot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Salem Witch Judge: The Life and Repentance of Samuel Sewall provide you with anew experiencein
studying a book.

Terri Brown:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Salem Witch Judge: The Life and Repentance of
Samuel Sewall can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Terrance Bartholomew:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Salem Witch Judge: The Life and Repentance of Samuel Sewall when you needed it?
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