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Until the Department of Housing and Urban Development scandal in 1989, the public knew little about
federal inspectors general (IGs). Suddenly, Congress, the press, and the public were seeking answers to a
scandal that challenged the role of the IGs in ensuring government accountability. Within days, the IGs were
front-page news, and greater emphasis was placed on fraud, waste, and abuse as a measure of whether
government could be held accountable.

Monitoring Government offers the first systematic evaluation of the offices of inspector general OIGs and
examines the government-wide investment in the IG concept. Despite their increasingly prominent, often
controversial, role in the internal oversight of government, very little is known about their institutional or
operational problems. To some in the executive branch, OIGs exercise too much discretion at the expense of
executive control. To others in Congress, they do not have enough autonomy and responsibility. Overall the
question is not only how the OIGs have functioned, but also what role they soundly play in our system of
separation of powers.

Paul Light begins with a brief history of the IG concept, from the passage of the 1978 IG Act to the changes
in mission with new administrations. He explains the different approaches to accountability, discusses the
nature of monitoring the political incentives surrounding findings and recommendations made by IGs, and
looks at the dominance of compliance monitoring as the front line against fraud, waste, and abuse.

The book addresses a number of specific issues regarding the policing of government. Using detailed
interviews with past IGs and senior-level officials across government, as well as a case study of the Housing
and Urban Development scandal, Lights examines a series of specific operational issues. Envisioning a
broader role for the IG in the future, he offers recommendations to strengthen the search for accountability.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Birch:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Monitoring
Government: Inspectors General and the Search for Accountability? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jere Araujo:

Monitoring Government: Inspectors General and the Search for Accountability can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Monitoring Government: Inspectors General and the Search for Accountability although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Cora Blanchette:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Monitoring Government: Inspectors General and
the Search for Accountability can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Morgan Johnson:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Monitoring Government: Inspectors General and the Search
for Accountability. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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