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The right to own and use private property is among the most essential human rights and the essential basis
for economic growth. That's why America's Founders guaranteed it in the Constitution. Yet in today's
America, government tramples on this right in countless ways. Regulations forbid people to use their
property as they wish, bureaucrats extort enormous fees from developers in exchange for building permits,
and police departments snatch personal belongings on the suspicion that they were involved in crimes. In the
case of Kelo v. New London, the Supreme Court even declared that government may seize homes and
businesses and transfer the land to private developers to build stores, restaurants, or hotels. That decision was
met with a firestorm of criticism across the nation. In this, the first book on property rights to be published
since the Kelo decision, Timothy Sandefur surveys the landscape of private property in America's third
century. Beginning with the role property rights play in human nature, Sandefur describes how America's
Founders wrote a Constitution that would protect this right and details the gradual erosion that began with
the Progressive Era's abandonment of the principles of individual liberty. Sandefur tells the gripping stories
of people who have found their property threatened: Frank Bugryn and his Connecticut Christmas-tree farm;
Susette Kelo and the little dream house she renovated; Wilhelmina Dery and the house she was born in, 80
years before bureaucrats decided to take it; Dorothy English and the land she wanted to leave to her children;
and Kenneth Healing and his 17-year legal battle for permission to build a home. Thanks to the abuse of
eminent domain and asset forfeiture laws, federal, state, and local governments have now come to see
property rights as mere permissions, which can be revoked at any time in the name of the greater good. In
this book, Sandefur explains what citizens can do to restore the Constitution's protections for this cornerstone
of liberty.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America can be
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Paula Jackson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be examine. Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America can be your answer as it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

April Wages:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in
21st Century America was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Cornerstone of
Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Joseph Mitchell:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Cornerstone of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Cornerstone
of Liberty: Property Rights in 21st Century America. You can more pleasing than now.
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