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In 1980, Varieties of Civil Religion was the latest statement in the field of civil religion pioneered by Robert
Bellah. Over thirty years later, scholarly interest in the field continues to grow. By examining the force of
religion in politics and society, this book offers a comparative treatment that deepens the understanding of
American civil religion and provides a lens for exploring civil religion in other societies, particularly those of
Italy, Mexico, and Japan. Bellah and Hammond trace the historical development of the peculiarly American
brand of civil religion as they unravel its sometimes baffling intricacies. Themes include the conviction that
America is a chosen country and American power in the world is identical with divine will. The book also
examines the vigorous counterbalance that has opposed unjust wars or demanded racial and social justice.
Altogether, the health of a civil religion may be a prime indication of the overall health of any society. The
authors state that when civil religious symbols are co-opted by ultraconservatives, and the philosophy of
liberalism seems less adequate as a guide for public or private lives, a revival of public philosophy is
urgently needed. Varieties of Civil Religion supports such a revival by making the religious aspect of our
central tradition understandable in a nonreactionary way. It also reaffirms that American civil religion, with
its deeper tradition of openness, tolerance, and ethical commitment, can make an essential contribution to a
"global order of civility and justice"
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Varieties
of Civil Religion:? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Frederica Dawkins:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Varieties of Civil Religion: book
as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Anderson:

The book Varieties of Civil Religion: will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal
to you. The book Varieties of Civil Religion: is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shelia Tonn:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Varieties of Civil Religion: can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Varieties of Civil Religion:.
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