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'They never existed and were simply bastards of my imagination,' said Alexandre Dumas, of his famous
Three Musketeers, but this is untrue. Athos, Aramis and Porthos were flesh and blood. Their supposedly
fictional duel with Cardinal Richelieu's guards actually took place in 1640 and Charles d'Artagnan, a
teenager on his first day in Paris, fought alongside the Musketeers. Many other elements of the tale are also
true - the Cardinal's agent, Milady de Winter, really was an English aristocrat, and against all odds,
d'Artagnan did succeed in becoming Captain of the King's Musketeers, the only person whom Louis XIV
could trust to arrest his over-mighty minister, Fouquet. It was d'Artagnan who escorted Fouquet to the feared
Alpine fortress of Pignerol, wherein lived the most mysterious of all prisoners, the Man in the Iron Mask.
Oxford historian Roger Macdonald has spent five years unravelling fact from fiction to uncover the true
story of the Musketeers and their connection with the Man in the Iron Mask. It is a reality more extraordinary
than any tale Dumas could devise. Honour and heroism, betrayal and intrigue, are set amidst the lust,
jealousy and deadly poisons that made the Sun King's court a world of frenzied paranoia. The Musketeers
ride again across the pages of real history in this superbly researched account, and in his exciting
denouement Macdonald at last reveals the identity of the Man in the Iron Mask.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most
Famous Prisoner in History And the Four Musketeers.

Louise Lewis:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in
History And the Four Musketeers.

Aaron Blue:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History And
the Four Musketeers can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Margaret Babin:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Man in the Iron Mask: The True Story of the Most Famous Prisoner in History And
the Four Musketeers when you needed it?
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