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Newspaper tycoon William Randolph Hearst and his legendary California estate occupy a place in the public
imagination through Orson Welles's Citizen Kane, but Kane's brooding Xanadu was merely a caricature of
Hearst's exuberant castle at San Simeon. This new book sets the record straight and proves that, for once,
truth is better than fiction.

Here for the first time is the real story of Hearst Castle, and of the productive 28-year relationship between
Hearst and his architect, Julia Morgan, who collaborated on the magnificent 165-room estate set on 250,000
breathtaking acres near the remote seaside hamlet of San Simeon, halfway between Los Angeles and San
Francisco. Drawing on previously unpublished correspondence, and illustrated with never-before-seen
historic photographs as well as more than 150 stunning color pictures, Victoria Kastner chronicles the
evolution of this extraordinary hilltop, with its two spectacular pools and its astounding collections of fine art
and antiques. Sprinkled throughout with stories of the famous parties hosted by Hearst and his companion,
movie star Marion Davies, and their celebrated guests, this book brings to life America's most glamorous
country house.

259 photographs, 157 in full color, 9 x 113/4"
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Hearst Castle: The Biography of a
Country House. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Alma Medina:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Hearst Castle: The Biography of a
Country House book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Greg Christenson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Hearst Castle: The Biography of a Country House can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Pandora Rice:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Hearst Castle: The Biography
of a Country House, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.
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