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Winner of the Lincoln Prize. “Oakes brilliantly succeeds in [clarifying] the aims of the war with a wholly
new perspective.”?David Brion Davis, New York Review of Books

Freedom National is a groundbreaking history of emancipation that joins the political initiatives of Lincoln
and the Republicans in Congress with the courageous actions of Union soldiers and runaway slaves in the
South. It shatters the widespread conviction that the Civil War was first and foremost a war to restore the
Union and only gradually, when it became a military necessity, a war to end slavery. These two
aims?"Liberty and Union, one and inseparable"?were intertwined in Republican policy from the very start of
the war.

By summer 1861 the federal government invoked military authority to begin freeing slaves, immediately and
without slaveholder compensation, as they fled to Union lines in the disloyal South. In the loyal Border
States the Republicans tried coaxing officials into gradual abolition with promises of compensation and the
colonization abroad of freed blacks. James Oakes shows that Lincoln’s landmark 1863 proclamation marked
neither the beginning nor the end of emancipation: it triggered a more aggressive phase of military
emancipation, sending Union soldiers onto plantations to entice slaves away and enlist the men in the army.
But slavery proved deeply entrenched, with slaveholders determined to re-enslave freedmen left behind the
shifting Union lines. Lincoln feared that the war could end in Union victory with slavery still intact. The
Thirteenth Amendment that so succinctly abolished slavery was no formality: it was the final act in a saga of
immense war, social upheaval, and determined political leadership.

Fresh and compelling, this magisterial history offers a new understanding of the death of slavery and the
rebirth of a nation.

8 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Freedom National: The Destruction of
Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Edward Knudsen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in
the United States, 1861-1865 book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Stanley Hanson:

This book untitled Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Robin Holloway:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Freedom National: The
Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865.
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