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Australopithecines, dinosaurs, trilobites--such fossils conjure up images of lost worlds filled with vanished
organisms. But in the full history of life, ancient animals, even the trilobites, form only the half-billion-year
tip of a nearly four-billion-year iceberg. Andrew Knoll explores the deep history of life from its origins on a
young planet to the incredible Cambrian explosion, presenting a compelling new explanation for the
emergence of biological novelty.

The very latest discoveries in paleontology--many of them made by the author and his students--are
integrated with emerging insights from molecular biology and earth system science to forge a broad
understanding of how the biological diversity that surrounds us came to be. Moving from Siberia to Namibia
to the Bahamas, Knoll shows how life and environment have evolved together through Earth's history.
Innovations in biology have helped shape our air and oceans, and, just as surely, environmental change has
influenced the course of evolution, repeatedly closing off opportunities for some species while opening
avenues for others.

Readers go into the field to confront fossils, enter the lab to discern the inner workings of cells, and alight on
Mars to ask how our terrestrial experience can guide exploration for life beyond our planet. Along the way,
Knoll brings us up-to-date on some of science's hottest questions, from the oldest fossils and claims of life
beyond the Earth to the hypothesis of global glaciation and Knoll's own unifying concept of ''permissive
ecology.''

In laying bare Earth's deepest biological roots, Life on a Young Planet helps us understand our own place in
the universe--and our responsibility as stewards of a world four billion years in the making.

In a new preface, Knoll describes how the field has broadened and deepened in the decade since the book's
original publication.
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From reader reviews:

David Russell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Life on a Young Planet: The First
Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth (Princeton Science Library) book as beginner and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeannette Coleman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of
Evolution on Earth (Princeton Science Library) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Cora Conte:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on
Earth (Princeton Science Library) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Ora Orozco:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth



(Princeton Science Library). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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