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In the popular imagination, Calcutta is a packed and pestilential sprawl, made notorious by the Black Hole
and the works of Mother Teresa. Kipling called it a City of Dreadful Night, and a century later V.S. Naipaul,
Gunter Grass and Louis Malle revived its hellish image. This is the place where the West first truly
encountered the East. Founded in the 1690s by East India Company merchants beside the Hugli River,
Calcutta grew into India's capital during the Raj and the second city of the British Empire. Named the City of
Palaces for its neoclassical mansions, Calcutta was the city of Clive, Hastings, Macaulay and Curzon. It was
also home to extraordinary Bengalis such as Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian Nobel laureate, and
Satyajit Ray, among the geniuses of world cinema. Above all, Calcutta (renamed Kolkata in 2001) is a city
of extremes, where exquisite refinement rubs shoulders with coarse commercialism and political violence.
Krishna Dutta explores these multiple paradoxes, giving personal insight into Calcutta's unique history and
modern identity as reflected in its architecture, literature, cinema and music. CITY OF ARTISTS: Modern
India's cultural capital; home city of Tagore, Ray and Jamini Roy; College Street and the annual book fair; a
city of learning and books. CITY OF DURGA AND KALI: Kumortuli's holy images and the flamboyant
annual Durga Puja; Kalighat Temple and Kali, Calcutta's divine and terrible protectress. CITY OF
PALACES: Grand colonial monuments and crumbling mansions of the Bengali babus; an architectural mix
of Palladian, Baroque, Rococo, Gothic, Hindu and Islamic.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Rodiguez:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of
the Imagination). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of the Imagination). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
examine.

John Lopez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Calcutta: A
Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of the Imagination) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Marie Brenneman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary Companion
(Cities of the Imagination) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Calcutta: A
Cultural and Literary Companion (Cities of the Imagination).

Stephanie Dillard:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary Companion
(Cities of the Imagination) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Calcutta: A Cultural and Literary
Companion (Cities of the Imagination) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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