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Amiri Baraka, formerly known as LeRoi Jones, became known as one of the most militant, anti-white black
nationalists of the 1960s Black Power movement. An advocate of Black Cultural Nationalism, Baraka
supported the rejection of all things white and western. He helped found and direct the influential Black Arts
movement which sought to move black writers away from western aesthetic sensibilities and toward a more
complete embrace of the black world. Except perhaps for James Baldwin, no single figure has had more of
an impact on black intellectual and artistic life during the last forty years.

In this groundbreaking and comprehensive study, the first to interweave Baraka's art and political activities,
Jerry Watts takes us from his early immersion in the New York scene through the most dynamic period in
the life and work of this controversial figure. Watts situates Baraka within the various worlds through which
he travelled including Beat Bohemia, Marxist-Leninism, and Black Nationalism. In the process, he
convincingly demonstrates how the 25 years between Baraka's emergence in 1960 and his continued
influence in the mid-1980s can also be read as a general commentary on the condition of black intellectuals
during the same time. Continually using Baraka as the focal point for a broader analysis, Watts illustrates the
link between Baraka's life and the lives of other black writers trying to realize their artistic ambitions, and
contrasts him with other key political intellectuals of the time. In a chapter sure to prove controversial, Watts
links Baraka's famous misogyny to an attempt to bury his own homosexual past.

A work of extraordinary breadth, Amira Baraka is a powerful portrait of one man's lifework and the pivotal
time it represents in African-American history. Informed by a wealth of original research, it fills a crucial
gap in the lively literature on black thought and history and will continue to be a touchstone work for some
time to come.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

This Amiri Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Amiri Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual without we understand
teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Amiri
Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Amiri
Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual having excellent arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Gilbert Johnson:

This book untitled Amiri Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Larry Cain:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Amiri Baraka: The
Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Amiri Baraka: The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual
become your own personal starter.

Regina Dye:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Amiri Baraka:
The Politics and Art of a Black Intellectual will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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