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Here is the astonishing true story of Ruth Harkness, the Manhattan bohemian socialite who, against all but
impossible odds, trekked to Tibet in 1936 to capture the most mysterious animal of the day: a bear that had
for countless centuries lived in secret in the labyrinth of lonely cold mountains. In The Lady and the Panda,
Vicki Constantine Croke gives us the remarkable account of Ruth Harkness and her extraordinary journey,
and restores Harkness to her rightful place along with Sacajawea, Nellie Bly, and Amelia Earhart as one of
the great woman adventurers of all time.

Ruth was the toast of 1930s New York, a dress designer newly married to a wealthy adventurer, Bill
Harkness. Just weeks after their wedding, however, Bill decamped for China in hopes of becoming the first
Westerner to capture a giant panda–an expedition on which many had embarked and failed miserably. Bill
was also to fail in his quest, dying horribly alone in China and leaving his widow heartbroken and adrift. And
so Ruth made the fateful decision to adopt her husband’s dream as her own and set off on the adventure of a
lifetime.

It was not easy. Indeed, everything was against Ruth Harkness. In decadent Shanghai, the exclusive
fraternity of white male explorers patronized her, scorned her, and joked about her softness, her lack of
experience and money. But Ruth ignored them, organizing, outfitting, and leading a bare-bones campaign
into the majestic but treacherous hinterlands where China borders Tibet. As her partner she chose Quentin
Young, a twenty-two-year-old Chinese explorer as unconventional as she was, who would join her in a
romance as torrid as it was taboo.

Traveling across some of the toughest terrain in the world–nearly impenetrable bamboo forests, slick and
perilous mountain slopes, and boulder-strewn passages–the team raced against a traitorous rival, and was
constantly threatened by hordes of bandits and hostile natives. The voyage took months to complete and cost
Ruth everything she had. But when, almost miraculously, she returned from her journey with a baby panda
named Su Lin in her arms, the story became an international sensation and made the front pages of
newspapers around the world. No animal in history had gotten such attention. And Ruth Harkness became a
hero.

Drawing extensively on American and Chinese sources, including diaries, scores of interviews, and
previously unseen intimate letters from Ruth Harkness, Vicki Constantine Croke has fashioned a captivating
and richly textured narrative about a woman ahead of her time. Part Myrna Loy, part Jane Goodall, by turns
wisecracking and poetic, practical and spiritual, Ruth Harkness is a trailblazing figure. And her story makes
for an unforgettable, deeply moving adventure.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Huey:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book The Lady and the Panda: The True Adventures
of the First American Explorer to Bring Back China's Most Exotic Animal was making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve
The Lady and the Panda: The True Adventures of the First American Explorer to Bring Back China's Most
Exotic Animal is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Lady and the Panda: The True Adventures of the First American Explorer to Bring Back China's
Most Exotic Animal. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jess Cooke:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Lady and the Panda: The True Adventures of the First American Explorer to Bring
Back China's Most Exotic Animal, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Mary Mohammad:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Lady and the Panda: The True Adventures of the First American
Explorer to Bring Back China's Most Exotic Animal it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Andrew Gillon:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Lady and the Panda: The True
Adventures of the First American Explorer to Bring Back China's Most Exotic Animal is simple to deliver



you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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