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For decades India has been intermittently tormented by brutal outbursts of religious violence, thrusting
thousands of ordinary Hindus and Muslims into bloody conflict. In this provocative work, psychoanalyst
Sudhir Kakar exposes the psychological roots of Hindu-Muslim violence and examines with grace and
intensity the subjective experience of religious hatred in his native land.

With honesty, insight, and unsparing self-reflection, Kakar confronts the profoundly enigmatic relations that
link individual egos to cultural moralities and religious violence. His innovative psychological approach
offers a framework for understanding the kind of ethnic-religious conflict that has so vexed social scientists
in India and throughout the world.

Through riveting case studies, Kakar explores cultural stereotypes, religious antagonisms, ethnocentric
histories, and episodic violence to trace the development of both Hindu and Muslim psyches. He argues that
in early childhood the social identity of every Indian is grounded in traditional religious identifications and
communalism. Together these bring about deep-set psychological anxieties and animosities toward the other.
For Hindus and Muslims alike, violence becomes morally acceptable when communally and religiously
sanctioned. As the changing pressures of modernization and secularism in a multicultural society grate at this
entrenched communalism, and as each group vies for power, ethnic-religious conflicts ignite. The Colors of
Violence speaks with eloquence and urgency to anyone concerned with the postmodern clash of religious and
cultural identities.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The
Colors of Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and Conflict? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patrick Adkins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Colors of
Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and Conflict suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Colors of Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and
Conflictis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Steven Peterson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. The Colors of Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and Conflict can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Fred Nelson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Colors of Violence: Cultural Identities, Religion, and Conflict offer you a new
experience in studying a book.
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