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In this novel exploration of Reformed spirituality, Belden C. Lane uncovers a "green theology" that
celebrates a community of jubilant creatures of all languages and species. Lane reveals an ecologically
sensitive Calvin who spoke of himself as "ravished" by the earth's beauty. He speaks of Puritans who
fostered a"lusty” spirituality in which Christ figured as alover who encouraged meditation on the wonders
of creation. He presents a Jonathan Edwards who urged a sensuous "enjoyment" of God's beauty as the only
real way of knowing God.

Lane argues for the "double irony" of Reformed spirituality, showing that Calvinists who often seem prudish
and proper are in fact a people of passionate desire. Similarly, Reformed Christians who appear totally
focused on divine transcendence turn out at times to be closet nature mystics, exulting in God's glory
everywhere. Lane also demonstrates, however, that a spirituality of desire can be derailed, ending in sexual
excess and pantheism. Ecologically, holy longing can be redirected from a contemplation of God's splendor
in the earth's beauty to a craving for land itself, resulting in disastrous misuse of its resources.

Between the major chapters of the book are engaging personal essays drawn from the author's own love of
nature as a Reformed Christian, and providing a thoughtful discussion of contemporary issues of species
diversity and the honoring of an earth community.
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From reader reviews:
Samantha Campbell:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Ravished by Beauty:
The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. Y ou
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

KaylaMerritt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Ravished by Beauty: The
Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

James Fitzgibbons:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of
Reformed Spirituality was colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Ravished by
Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Natalia Burton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important along with book asto be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising
Legacy of Reformed Spirituality.
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