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David Bordwell's new book is at once a history of film criticism, an analysis of how critics interpret film,
and a proposal for an alternative program for film studies. It is an anatomy of film criticism meant to reset
the agenda for film scholarship. As such Making Meaning should be a landmark book, a focus for debate
from which future film study will evolve. Bordwell systematically maps different strategies for interpreting
films and making meaning, illustrating his points with a vast array of examples from Western film criticism.
Following an introductory chapter that sets out the terms and scope of the argument, Bordwell goes on to
show how critical institutions constrain and contain the very practices they promote, and how the
interpretation of texts has become a central preoccupation of the humanities. He gives lucid accounts of the
development of film criticism in France, Britain, and the United States since World War II; analyzes this
development through two important types of criticism, thematic-explicatory and symptomatic; and shows
that both types, usually seen as antithetical, in fact have much in common. These diverse and even warring
schools of criticism share conventional, rhetorical, and problem-solving techniques--a point that has broad-
ranging implications for the way critics practice their art. The book concludes with a survey of the
alternatives to criticism based on interpretation and, finally, with the proposal that a historical poetics of
cinema offers the most fruitful framework for film analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do that.
It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of
Cinema (Harvard Film Studies) to read.

Mark Giordano:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric in the Interpretation of
Cinema (Harvard Film Studies) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book has high quality.

Eric Chabot:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Making Meaning: Inference and Rhetoric
in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film Studies), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joshua Matthews:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Making Meaning: Inference and
Rhetoric in the Interpretation of Cinema (Harvard Film Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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