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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume I, subtitled Economic Foundations, gives an overview of the Mediterranean (history, peoples,
culture) during the high middle ages; discusses the working class; the business world, and government's role
in commerce; and provides a complete description of travel and seafaring.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian White:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called A Mediterranean
Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza,
Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Richard Zhang:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A Mediterranean
Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza,
Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA), you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Julie Chambers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as
Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center,
UCLA) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Ryan Barrett:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and



also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World
as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center,
UCLA) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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