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In contemporary debates, communication is variously invoked as a panacea for the problems of both
democracy and love, as a dream of a new information society brought about by new technologies, and as a
wistful ideal of human relations. How, and why, did communication come to shoulder the load it carries? In
John Durham Peters's work, the teachings of Socrates and Jesus, the theology of Saint Augustine, the
political philosophy of Locke, and the American tradition from Emerson through William James all become
relevant for understanding communication in our age. Peters finds that thinkers across the centuries have
struggled with the same questions - how we can hope for contact with others, what has become of human
beings in increasingly technological times, how new modes of communication have altered the ways the
world is imagined and how we relate to others - and he weaves intellectual history and communications
history together. The book traces the yearning for contact not only through philosophy and literature but also
by exploring the cultural reception of communication technologies from the telegraph to the radio. The
history of communication, Peters shows, is not a triumphant progress toward global harmony but rather a
collection of uncanny devices that conjure angels, spirits and alien intelligences. His is an account of a
complex concept that has both shaped us and been shaped by us.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Barber:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This [(Speaking into the Air: A History of
the Idea of Communication)] [Author: John Durham Peters] published on (December, 2001) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Clifford Stoner:

The reserve untitled [(Speaking into the Air: A History of the Idea of Communication)] [Author: John
Durham Peters] published on (December, 2001) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of [(Speaking into the Air: A History of the Idea of Communication)] [Author: John
Durham Peters] published on (December, 2001) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Doris Blair:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
[(Speaking into the Air: A History of the Idea of Communication)] [Author: John Durham Peters] published
on (December, 2001) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Nancy Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This [(Speaking into the Air: A History
of the Idea of Communication)] [Author: John Durham Peters] published on (December, 2001) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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