
Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture
from the Exorcist to Seinfeld

Thomas S. Hibbs

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1890626171
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1890626171
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=1890626171


Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the
Exorcist to Seinfeld

Thomas S. Hibbs

Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld Thomas S. Hibbs
While the movies of Frank Capra once celebrated the triumph of good over evil, George Bailey has given
way to Hannibal Lecter, who through raw power and bold creativity lives "beyond good and evil." Professor
Hibbs follows the trajectory of evil in American film and television, linking it to the spread of nihilism-a
state of spiritual impoverishment and shrunken aspirations to which, both Tocqueville and Nietzsche warned,
democracies are especially susceptible. The most recent product of Hollywood's fascination with evil is the
comic nihilism of Seinfeld, in which the distinctively American pursuit of happiness is endlessly frustrated
by dark forces beyond our understanding or control.

Professor Hibbs probes the themes and artistry of the landmark works of the cinematic quest for evil. A
series of grisly films from The Exorcist to Cape Fear and Silence of the Lambs reveals a preoccupation with
the power of evil. When evil ceases to terrify, it becomes banal, producing a comic view of the
meaninglessness of life (Forrest Gump, Natural Born Killers, Titanic, The Simpsons). Seinfeld and
Trainspotting represent nihilism's last stage, but not the last word, and Professor Hibbs considers how
classical ideals-partially recovered in recent comedy (Pulp Fiction) and film noir (L.A. Confidential, Seven)-
might point the way out of nihilism.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the
Exorcist to Seinfeld seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular
Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld is not only giving you more new information but also to become your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld.
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Charles Valentine:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in
Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Homer Douglas:

The e-book untitled Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld is the
e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture
from the Exorcist to Seinfeld from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Amy Tharp:

This Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books
create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading
a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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