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In aprofound look at what it means for new generations to read and interpret ancient religious texts, rabbi
and philosopher Marc-Alain Ouaknin offers a postmodern reading of the Talmud, one of the first of its kind.
Combining traditional learning and contemporary thought, Ouaknin dovetails discussions of spirituality and
religious practice with such concepts as deconstruction, intertextuality, undecidability, multiple voicing, and
eroticism in the Talmud. On a broader level, he establishes a dialogue between Hebrew tradition and the
social sciences, which draws, for example, on the works of Lévinas, Blanchot, and Jabés as well as Derrida.
The Burnt Book represents the innovative thinking that has come to be associated with a school of French
Jewish studies, headed by L évinas and dedicated to new readings of traditional texts, which isfast gaining
influence in the United States.

The Talmud, transcribed in 500 C.E., is shown to be atext that refrains from dogma and instead encourages
the exploration of its meanings. A vast compilation of Jewish oral law, the Talmud also contains rabbinical
commentaries that touch on everything from astronomy to household life. Examining its literary methods and
internal logic, Ouaknin explains how this text allows readers to transcend its authority in that it invites them
to interpret, discuss, and re-create their religious tradition. An in-depth treatment of selected texts from the
oral law and commentary goes on to provide amodel for secular study of the Talmud in light of
contemporary philosophical issues.

Throughout the author emphasi zes the self-effacing quality of atext whose worth can be measured by the
insights that live on in the minds of its interpreters long after they have closed the book. He points out that
the burning of the Talmud in anti-Judaic campaigns throughout history has, in fact, been an unwitting act of
complicity with Talmudic philosophy and the practice of self-effacement. Ouaknin concludes his discussion
with the story of the Hasidic master Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, who himself burned his life achievement--a
work known by his students as "the Burnt Book." This story leaves us with the question, should all books be
destroyed in order to give birth to thought and renew meaning?
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Sierra:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The
Burnt Book? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Patsy Phan:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Burnt Book to read.

DennisHaney:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Burnt Book
which is having the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Scott Schiller:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Burnt Book we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Burnt Book. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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