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In his famous Manifesto of 1890, Mormon church president Wilford Woodruff called for an end to the more
than fifty-year practice of polygamy. Fifteen years later, two men were dramatically expelled from the
Quorum of Twelve Apostles for having taken post-Manifesto plural wives and encouraged the step by others.
Evidence reveals, however, that hundreds of Mormons (including several apostles) were given approval to
enter such relationships after they supposedly were banned. Why would Mormon |eaders endanger
agreements allowing Utah to become a state and risk their church's reputation by engaging in such activities-
-all the while denying the fact to the world? This book seeks to find the answer through areview of the
Mormon polygamous experience from its beginnings. In the course of national debate over polygamy,
Americans generally were unbending in their allegiance to monogamy. Solemn Covenant provides the most
careful examination ever undertaken of Mormon theological, social, and biological defenses of the principle.
Although polygamy was never away of life for the majority of Latter-day Saintsin the nineteenth century,
Carmon Hardy contends that plural marriage enjoyed a more important place in the Saints' restorationist
vision than most historians have allowed. Many Mormons considered polygamy a prescription for health, an
antidote for immorality, and a key to better government. Despite intense pressure from the nation to end the
experiment, because of their belief in its importance and gifts, polygamy endured as an approved
arrangement among church members well into the twentieth century. Hardy demonstrates how Woodruff's
Manifesto of 1890 evolved from atactic to preservepolygamy into arevelation now used to prohibit it.
Solemn Covenant examines the halting passage followed by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
asit transformed itself into one of America's most vigilant champions of the monogamous way.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Rogers:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS
PASSAGE. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important a book Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS PASSAGE. Y ou can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open abook or maybe searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Sondra Spencer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer may be Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS PASSAGE why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Pamelia Thompson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS PA SSAGE can make you experience
more interested to read.

Pamela Dodge:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS PA SSAGE we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Solemn Covenant: THE MORMON POLY GAMOUS PASSAGE. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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