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Picture, if you can, a world without glass. There would be no microscopes or telescopes, no sciences of
microbiology or astronomy. People with poor vision would grope in the shadows, and planes, cars, and even
electricity probably wouldn't exist. Artists would draw without the benefit of three-dimensional perspective,
and ships would still be steered by what stars navigators could see through the naked eye.

In Glass: A World History, Alan Macfarlane and Gerry Martin tell the fascinating story of how glass has
revolutionized the way we see ourselves and the world around us. Starting ten thousand years ago with its
invention in the Near East, Macfarlane and Martin trace the history of glass and its uses from the ancient
civilizations of India, China, and Rome through western Europe during the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and
Industrial Revolution, and finally up to the present day. The authors argue that glass played a key role not
just in transforming humanity's relationship with the natural world, but also in the divergent courses of
Eastern and Western civilizations. While all the societies that used glass first focused on its beauty in jewelry
and other ornaments, and some later made it into bottles and other containers, only western Europeans
further developed the use of glass for precise optics, mirrors, and windows. These technological innovations
in glass, in turn, provided the foundations for European domination of the world in the several centuries
following the Scientific Revolution.

Clear, compelling, and quite provocative, Glass is an amazing biography of an equally amazing subject, a
subject that has been central to every aspect of human history, from art and science to technology and
medicine.
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From reader reviews:

John Buckner:

The book Glass: A World History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Glass: A World History to get
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide Glass: A World
History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Pete Plaisance:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Glass: A World History.
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Louise Denison:

This book untitled Glass: A World History to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Tammy Dorris:

This Glass: A World History is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Glass: A World History in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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