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Rómulo Gallegos is best known for being Venezuela’s first democratically elected president. But in his
native land he is equally famous as a writer responsible for one of Venezuela’s literary treasures, the novel
Doña Barbara. Published in 1929 and all but forgotten by Anglophone readers, Doña Barbara is one of the
first examples of magical realism, laying the groundwork for later authors such as Gabriel García Márquez
and Mario Vargas Llosa.

Following the epic struggle between two cousins for an estate in Venezuela, Doña Barbara is an
examination of the conflict between town and country, violence and intellect, male and female. Doña
Barbara is a beautiful and mysterious woman—rumored to be a witch—with a ferocious power over men.
When her cousin Santos Luzardo returns to the plains in order to reclaim his land and cattle, he reluctantly
faces off against Doña Barbara, and their battle becomes simultaneously one of violence and seduction. All
of the action is set against the stunning backdrop of the Venezuelan prairie, described in loving detail.
Gallegos’s plains are filled with dangerous ranchers, intrepid cowboys, and damsels in distress, all broadly
and vividly drawn. A masterful novel with an important role in the inception of magical realism, Doña
Barbara is a suspenseful tale that blends fantasy, adventure, and romance.

Hailed as “the Bovary of the llano” by Larry McMurtry in his new foreword to this book, Doña Barbarais a
magnetic and memorable heroine, who has inspired numerous adaptations on the big and small screens,
including a recent television show that aired on Telemundo.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

The feeling that you get from Doña Barbara: A Novel will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Doña Barbara: A Novel giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Doña Barbara: A Novel instantly.

Mildred McConkey:

Exactly why? Because this Doña Barbara: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Robert Shaw:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Doña Barbara: A Novel can be
the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Sally Canady:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Doña Barbara: A Novel when you essential it?
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