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Kirkus (STARRED review)
"Churchwell... has written an excellent book... she’s earned the right to play on [Fitzgerald's] court.
Prodigious research and fierce affection illumine every remarkable page.”

The autumn of 1922 found F. Scott Fitzgerald at the height of his fame, days from turning twenty-six years
old, and returning to New York for the publication of his fourth book, Tales of the Jazz Age. A spokesman
for America’s carefree younger generation, Fitzgerald found a home in the glamorous and reckless streets of
New York. Here, in the final incredible months of 1922, Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald drank and quarreled and
partied amid financial scandals, literary milestones, car crashes, and celebrity disgraces.

Yet the Fitzgeralds’ triumphant return to New York coincided with another event: the discovery of a brutal
double murder in nearby New Jersey, a crime made all the more horrible by the farce of a police
investigation—which failed to accomplish anything beyond generating enormous publicity for the newfound
celebrity participants. Proclaimed the “crime of the decade” even as its proceedings dragged on for years, the
Mills-Hall murder has been wholly forgotten today. But the enormous impact of this bizarre crime can still
be felt in The Great Gatsby, a novel Fitzgerald began planning that autumn of 1922 and whose plot he
ultimately set within that fateful year.

Careless People is a unique literary investigation: a gripping double narrative that combines a forensic
search for clues to an unsolved crime and a quest for the roots of America’s best loved novel. Overturning
much of the received wisdom of the period, Careless People blends biography and history with lost
newspaper accounts, letters, and newly discovered archival materials. With great wit and insight, acclaimed
scholar of American literature Sarah Churchwell reconstructs the events of that pivotal autumn, revealing in
the process new ways of thinking about Fitzgerald’s masterpiece.

Interweaving the biographical story of the Fitzgeralds with the unfolding investigation into the murder of
Hall and Mills, Careless People is a thrilling combination of literary history and murder mystery, a
mesmerizing journey into the dark heart of Jazz Age America.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific
Careless People: Murder, Mayhem, and the Invention of The Great Gatsby to read.

Herbert White:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Careless People: Murder, Mayhem, and the Invention of The Great Gatsby.

Maureen Daniels:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is Careless People: Murder, Mayhem, and the
Invention of The Great Gatsby. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Patricia Stroud:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their interest. They
just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photographs
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Careless People: Murder, Mayhem, and the Invention of The Great Gatsby can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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